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TURKISH

Introduction

Turkish is a branch of the Turkic language
family. It is spoken as an official language by
approximately 70 million people in Turkey and in
Northern Cyprus. Additionally, there is a minority
of approximately one million Turkish speakers
in Bulgaria, and more than two million Turkish
immigrants in Western European countries,
especially Germany and the Netherlands.

Standard Turkish, which you will hear in this
course, 1S based on the dialect of Istanbul. Its
predecessor, Ottoman Turkish, was written in the
Arabic alphabet from the 13th century onwards and
was heavily influenced by the non-related languages
Persian and Arabic. The need for a language reform
began to be articulated in the 19th century.

In 1928 the Arabic alphabet was replaced by a
Latin-based alphabet. Since some Turkish sounds
did not have an equivalent in the Latin alphabet an
additional letter was created (“1’-undotted i) and
diacritical marks were included (cedilla, circumflex,
breve, and umlaut). In addition to changing the
script, Arabic and Persian lexical and syntactical
elements were replaced by Turkish ones throughout
the language reform during the 1930s.



TURKISH

Introduction (continued)

Turkish is an “agglutinative” language, which
means that grammatical relations such as past tense,
possession, plural, etc. are expressed by adding
suffixes to unchanging root words. The vowels
of the suffixes change according to the last vowel
of the word they are attached to. This important
feature of Turkish is called “vowel harmony.” For
example, to determine the correct question word or
particle to use in a question, you determine the last
vowel in a word. If this last vowel is:

e or i — use mi, as in Esim mi?

a or 1 — use mi, as in Dolariniz var mi?
O or ii — use mii, as in Aileniz biiyiik mii?
o or u — use mu, as in Olur mu?

Turkish words include a “stress accent” which
is usually on the second syllable in a word. In
addition, learners will often hear in Turkish
words and phrases, a secondary “pitch accent”
— an increase of tone height — usually on the last
syllable of a word.



TURKISH

Introduction (continued)

A complete listing of the Turkish alphabet
follows, starting on page 4. There are tweny-nine
letters in the traditional Turkish alphabet, twenty-
one consonants and eight vowels. Turkish vowels
are short. There are, however, three long vowels
which are rare and appear only in words borrowed
from other languages. These are sometimes written
with a circumflex. Wherever possible, English
equivalents are given in the alphabet chart. You
should use this for reference only, however, as
all the information you need to do the readings is
contained on the audio with the reading lessons.

There are twenty Turkish reading lessons which
are all at the end of the audio program. You may
choose to do the readings along with the lesson
units, starting with unit eleven, or you may want to
wait and do them all together, after completing the
rest of the course. Feel free to repeat the reading
lessons as often as needed for practice with the
Turkish alphabet and its sounds.



TURKISH

Turkish Alphabet

Uppercase | Lowercase

Sound

A a

a as in father

b as in bat

j as in jar

ch as in cheese

d as in dig

e as in fetch

fasin fun

e (|0 [0 |0 T

g as in give

lengthens preceding
vowel

= (oac

h (breathy-h) as in hat

0 as in oven

o | -

[ as in insect

zh as in treasure

k as in kit

[ as in bill

m as in map

n as in net

aw as in awl

i as in bird

p as in pet

DO |0|1Z 2|0 |IR|—=|~~|TZ|C@ |[Qm|o|omn|0|w

= o (oo BB |—|~ [~

r as in mirror




TURKISH

Turkish Alphabet (continued)

Uppercase | Lowercase Sound
S S s as in sun
S S sh as in ship
T t tasin top
U u 00 as in pool
between ee and oo;
somewhat like the er in
U i perk
v as in vet,
\Y sometimes w as in wet
Y y y as in yes
Z z z as in zebra
Rare Letters
A a ah as in calm
1 1 ee as in sheep
U il oo as in Kabul




TURKISH

Lesson 1
1. mama
2. adam
3. kan
4. kanda
5. tak
6. tam
7. tamam
8. masa
9. ana
10. ada
11. kum
12. un
13. bu
14. mu
15. put
16. dut
I7. mum
18. dudu
19. sun
20. kutu



TURKISH

Lesson 2

1. sus

2. kus

3. kutuda

4. adam da

5. bal

6. bulut

7. sula

8. ulan

9. ala
10.  buram
11. para
12.  adamlar
13. kumar
14.  bunlar
15. Kkar
16. kul
17. bulur
18. armut
19. bulgur
20. kanat



TURKISH

Lesson 3
1. bir
2. kitap
3. ninni
4. dil
5. dul
6. kirli
7. iki
8. bin
9. lira
10. kibar
11. ol
12. ola
13. ot
14. son
15. koku
16. dolar
17. oran
18. mor
19. konak
20. kol



TURKISH

Lesson 4
1. bakkal
2. battal
3. ekmek
4. el
5. Emre
6. eski
7. efendim
8. gidelim
9. ertesi
10. pide
11. ses
12.  gun
13. Turk
14. Tuark misun?
15. sut
16. 1ulke
17. girilta
18. bugin
19. Giler misin?

)
=

Kiuser misin?



TURKISH

Lesson 5
1. ve
2. var
3. evet
4. kova
5. kovala
6. av
7. devam
8. Levent
9. ver
10. dev
11. gol
12. ©6n
13. ordek
14. kole
15. can
16. incir
17. sucu
18. ancak
19. cisim
20. cebeci

10



TURKISH

Lesson 6
1. conk
2. Gorur musun?
3. aga
4. dag
5. ogul
6. kirk
7. nasil
8. Amerikal
9. balik
10. siz
11. biraz
12. Ramazan
13. agir
14. agiz
15. magara
16. eger
17. omuz
18. sarl
19. adim
20. Sagir misin?

11



TURKISH

Lesson 7
1. yara
2. ayak
3. vyay
4. vyag
5. yakin
6. Yakin misin?
7. Yazarim.
8. degilsiniz
9. Amerikalisiniz.
10.  Ozur dilerim.
I1. Oguz
12.  Gunaydin.
13.  dogal
14.  Alaymm.
15. kayalar
16. buyik
I7. kisa
18.  Ogreniyorum.
19.  Amerikali misiniz?
20. ogrenci

12



TURKISH

Lesson 8
1. cay
2. c¢ok
3. uc¢
4. micin
5. agik
6. catal
7. icecek
8. goc
9. c¢ilgn
10. gol
I1. dogru
12, Alir misin?
13. Deger mi?
14.  Cay var m1?
15.  Sut yok mu?
16. Icer misiniz?
17. Biliyor musunuz?
18.  Anliyor musunuz?
19.  Yiyelim mi?
20. Taksim Meydan1 burasi m1?

13



TURKISH

Lesson 9
1. halk
2. haywr
3. hali
4. Allah
5. gunah
6. Kalem siyah m1?
7. Fatih
8. kahve
9. kahvalti
10.  Ahmet
11. Mehmet
12. seher
13. jeton
14. Ajda
15. Jale
16. c¢am agaci
17. Eczane acik m1?
18. Dbiberler
19. uluslar
20. uluslararasi

14



TURKISH

Lesson 10
1. bes
2. sart
3. Besiktas
4. ingallah
5. bagka
6. Hos geldiniz!
7.  Kapali Carsi
8. Sise bog mu?
9. c¢ikis
10.  Cikis burasi mi1?
I1. giris
12.  Giris orast m1?
13.  guresci
14. 151k
15.  verirler
16. Iyi aksamlar!
17.  lyi geceler!
18.  Iyi yolculuklar!
19. Turkiye guzel mi?
20. gonlunce

15



TURKISH

Lesson 11
1. Cay icelim!
2. Kahve icelim!
3. Eve gidelim!
4. Yemek yiyelim!
5. kazagim
6. kopegim
7. Turk bayragi
8. c¢ighk
9. Allahaismarladik.
10. saglik ocagi
11. saghgimzicin
12. c¢orba kasig1
13. Anlamadim.
14. Tesekkiir ederim.
15. Ozur dilerim.
16. Gazete okurum.
17. Tiyatroyu severim.
18. Ne kadar?
19. Ne zaman?
20. Borcumuz ne kadar?

16



TURKISH

Lesson 12
1. gol
2. gl
3. goller
4. Gorduniiz mu?
5. bag ortusu
6. sofor
7. surucu
8. saat
9. Kag saat surer?
10. Bir saat surer.
11. Ugoglum var.
12. Baki
13. mimar
14. nezaket
15. hakim
16. tarih
17. Kéamil
18. kar
19. kagit
20. bekar

17



TURKISH

Lesson 13
1. Kkase
2. kar
3. kar/kar
4. Turkce biliyor musunuz?
5. Ingilizce biliyor musunuz?
6. cok guzel
7. ¢ok pahali
8. Miuze kapali m1?
9. yasak
10. baska bir sey
11. Birsey degil.
12.  degerli
13. sevgili
14. yagmur
15. agiklar
16. Ekmek var m1?
17. Vaktiniz var m1?
18. sag tarafta
19. sol tarafta
20. lIyidersler!

18



TURKISH

Lesson 14

uzgun
Uzgiin musun?
Ulker

orumcekler

1

2

3

4

5. koydeler
6. Irak

7. kirmiz

8. kizimizin cantasi
9

Allah razi olsun.
10. hal
11. hal/halhal
12.  herhalde

13. felaket
14. galiba
15. kafir

16. fevkalade

17.  Alakas1 yok.
18.  Amerikaliyim.
19. alin teri

20. olaylar
19



TURKISH

Lesson 15
1. Sultanahmet Meydani
2. Sultanahmet Meydani nerede?
3. Erdem nerede?
4. Nereye gidiyorsun?
5. Neyapalim?
6. Uc aydir Turkce 0greniyorum.
7. c¢ocuk
8. Kag cocugunuz var?
9. Biroglum var.

10. Iki kizim var.

11. Kizim Amerika’da dogdu.
12. calisiyor

13.  Oglum Turkiye’de ¢alistyor.
14. Yazm Turkiye’ye gidiyoruz.
15. Kag yasindasiniz?

16. Kirk dort yagindayim.

17. Kag gun?

18. gece yarisi

19. Kag gece kalacaksiniz?

20. Dostluk sokagi burasi.

20



TURKISH

Lesson 16

1. altmis alti
2. Nerede oturuyorsunuz?
3. Levent’te oturuyorum.
4. Param yok.
5. Vaktim yok.
6. Cok yasa!
7. Buyurun!
8. Merhabalar!
9. Iyi Turkce konusuyorsunuz.
10. Divan oteli nerede?
11. millf
12. Milli Kutuphane
13. maddi durum
14. askeribolge
15. asgari ucret
16. Portakal suyu icer misiniz?
17.  Susadin mi1?
18. Aciktin m1?
19. Nasilsiniz?
20. Beyoglu nerede?
21



TURKISH

Lesson 17
1. Lutfen dikkat!
2. olanaksiz
3. Kusadasi
4. Kusadasi ¢cok giizel bir yer.
5. Anlatabildim mi?
6. Tekrar eder misiniz?
7. Cantamda ti¢ bin dolar var.
8. Buradan Izmir’e bes yuz kilometre.
9. Dun gece sinemaya gittik.
10. Misir Carsisi
11. Misir Carsist’ndan baharat alinir.
12. Pasaport cantamin icinde.
13. Kemerinizi baglayiniz.
14. Ne istedigini soyle!
15. Hayvanat bahcesine gidelim!
16. istiyorum
17. Eve gitmek istiyorum.
18. Borcum var mi1?
19. olaganustu bir performans
20. mukemmel bir film

22



TURKISH

Lesson 18

1. camiavlusu
2. Bogazigi turlari.
3. gereksiz bir sey
4. Lale
5. Lale/lala
6. kabul
7. bul/kabul
8. kabul ediyorum
9. mesgil
10. Turkce sozlugu
11. hizlitren
12.  Yarn trenle Ankara’ya gidecegiz.
13. guler yuzlu bir kiz
14. otuzdort lira
15. Bindokuzyuzyetmisiic
16. Burasi neresi?
17. Tamgstigimiza memnun oldum.
18. Turk musunuz?
19. Turk degilim.
20. Benim adim Ali Cagaloglu.
23



TURKISH

Lesson 19
1. Bubenim buyuk kizim Ela.
2. Arkadaginin ad1 Tugrul.
3. Bilgisayar insanliga yararlidir.
4. Sanat tarih¢isi olmak istiyorum.
5. Cumartesi gunu goruselim!
6. lyi tatiller!
7. Agustos’ta tatil yapacagim.
8. Aferin sana!
9. gokteki bulutlar
10.  kall tilki
11. Halilarimiz ¢ok ucuz.
12. Fiyati yalmiz ugyuzdort lira.
13. Anahtarimi unuttum.
14. Teyzem Turkiye’de yasiyor.
15. Allah bagislasin!
16. Allah bir yastikta kocatsin!
17. Hadi hayirhisi!
18. Hayirh isler!
19. Bugun alt1 saat calisacagim.
20. Turkiye’de dort mevsim yasaniyor.

24



TURKISH

Lesson 20
1. Efendim!
2. Iyi aksamlar!
3. Emine hanimla goruigsebilir miyim?
4. A, Emine hanim! Merhaba.
5. Ben Peter.
6. Peter bey, merhaba! Nasilsiniz?
7. lyiyim. Tesekkir ederim.
8. Bu aksam beraber yemek yiyelim mi?
9. Buaksam m1?

10. Maalesef bu aksam olmaz.
11. O zaman yari aksam!

12. Tamam. Yarin aksam olur.
13. Ne zaman yiyelim?

14. Saat yedide olur mu?

15. Olur. Yarin aksam gorusuruz.

25
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